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Syllabus for the Qualitative research methods section
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Course Admin Information
Credits: 2 Credits

Duration: 29th August, 2022 - 9th December, 2022

Time and Location:
e The course will meet in Room 217, HBCSE Main Building once a week for two
hours
e For individual or group consultations, please reach out to us at the emails given
below.

Contact hours: 28 hrs, 14 sessions, 14 weeks

Note: This syllabus was prepared keeping in mind the requirements for a 4-credit
course. Only some parts of the syllabus will be covered.

Instructors:
Dr. Aswathy Raveendran (she/her) Dr. Ayush Gupta (they/them)
aswathy@hbcse.tifr.res.in ayush@hbcse.tifr.res.in

Course Learning Objectives

e Engage in critical reflection about paradigms and tools in qualitative research as
caring researchers and people.

e Learning to see and resist hegemonic academic norms (such as
enacting/performing cultural capital)

e Practice feminist tools of discourse (such as listening, enacting care, collective
sense-making and decision-making, contributing labour towards collective goals)


https://pronouns.org/she-her
http://mypronouns.org/they

Learn to see connections between purpose, values, and methods in research
Get a broad sense of the landscape of research methods, with a deeper
understanding of some approaches.

e Get a feel for some of the tensions and contradictions that arise in doing
gualitative research.

e Develop a research community

Course Description

The objective of the course is to develop an understanding of what it means to study a
social phenomenon and various qualitative tools/techniques researchers use to study
social phenomena. We will explore topics related to the ontological and epistemological
assumptions underlying various methodological paradigms, ethical questions related to
positionality of the researchers, their relationality with the field and specific tools and
methods that researchers can use to study it. The course is intended to introduce students
to some of the major methodological approaches in qualitative research relevant to STEM
education research. The course also incorporates various practicum mini-projects that
are intended to support students in “getting a feel for” these research tools. By the end of
the course participants are expected to gain a hands-on understanding of various
research methods and approaches and develop critical, reflective and caring dispositions
towards research.

Assignments

e Readings: Every week a course participant will be expected to read 1-2 book
chapters or papers. It is important to finish readings before coming to class, so
that we can have a productive discussion

e Discussion forum: The course will have an online discussion forum. Every
week one of the participants would be responsible for initiating the discussion
based on the assigned readings, classroom discussion, or mini-project
experiences. Everyone will be responsible for making meaningful contributions to
the weekly discussion.

e Methods and Methodology: Mini-projects for practical experience with research
methods

m Interview: design, conducting, data collection, transcription

m Ethnography: Making ethnographic observations (field notes and
photo essays)

m Writing analytical and reflective memos on analysis and methods



Grading

50% Contributing to collective learning.
This includes coming to class prepared with readings, contributing to collective
sense-making and decision-making, meaningful engagement with the online
discussion forum.

25% Interview mini-project (design, data collection, analysis, memos). Grading based
on good faith effort and quality of work.
25% Ethnography mini-project (design, data collection, analysis, memos) Grading

based on good faith effort and quality of work.

Technology Needs

You will need access to a laptop for course readings, assignments, and online
discussions. For synchronous meetings, we will meet in person. In case of disruptions to
in-person meetings due to pandemic or other reasons, we will rely on the BigBlueButton
(webinar.hbcse.tifr.res.in) platform. We might additionally require you to join a course
management platform such as Moodle (details TBD).

Expectations

We expect you to attend the in person course meetings. Please let us know if you are
unable to attend a class due to any reasonable cause.

We expect you to do assignments on time. If you need an extension, please send us an
email explaining (1) your reason for delay (2) an expected date of submission.

We expect that you would be spending roughly 5-6 hours of work per week outside of the
class periods. In good faith, we expect that you will be taking responsibility over your own
learning, contributing to collective learning of the classroom community. Please talk to us
in case you feel that the course is not fulfilling your expectations, or is not supporting you
in learning.

Course Outline

Time and Topic Readings* Assignhments

Week 1: Core Texts (Introductory - Setting personal learning
Introduction to Research Chapter) goals and expectations
Methods - Setting up the infrastructure

for your own learning

Week 2-5: Core Texts (Relevant - Discussion Forum




Paradigms in Qualitative
Research:

Investigative, Interpretive,
Critical, Decolonial and
feminist, Interventist

Chapters);

Wertz(2011);

Charmaz (2017)
Guttierez & Jurow (2016);
Bang et al. (2016);
Carspecken (2013);
Denzin& Lincoln (2011)

- Critical reading of a
text/article

Week 6-8:

Tools and Methods:
Interviews, Ethnographic
observations, fieldnotes

Core Texts (Relevant
Chapters)

Bhattacharya (2017)
Gubrium & Holstein (1997)
Emerson et al. (2011)
Kvale (2007)

- Designing and conducting
an interview

- Doing Ethnographic
Observations

- Writing Field Notes

Week 9-11:
Ethics and Relationality

Core Texts (Relevant
Chapters)

Vossoughi & Escudé (2016)
Rose (1997)

Tallbear (2014)

Xaxa (2016)

- Preliminary Analysis
- Iterate Data Collection

Week 12-14:
Doing Analysis

Revisit core texts

- Writing a memo reflecting
on methods

- Writing a memo on the
analysis

e Readings might be supplemented or revised as the course continues to better tailor to

your learning needs.
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