This course on the foundations of educational research will attempt to provide a broad
overview of the different types of educational researches. It also aims to assist students in
their understanding of quantitative methods. The course will address the topics given
below.

1. Introduction to educational research 1/2 (Jan 16/20) Sugra

(Quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods in educational research, sources of
data, indicators of good research, selection of a research problem, ethics)

2. Measurement/ Sampling 3/4 (Jan 23/ 27) Aniket
3. Reliability / validity 5/6 (Feb 6 / 10) Aniket/Sugra
4. Quantitative data analysis 7/8 (Feb 13 / 17) Aniket
5. Choosing a statistical test 9/10 (Feb 24 / 27) Aniket
6. Planning educational research 11/12 (Jan 30/ Feb 3) Sugra/Aniket

(Research Designs, controlling variance)

Types of research

7. Naturalistic /ethnographic 13 /14 (Mar 3 /6) Sugra/Student seminar
8. Surveys 15/16 (Mar 10/13) Sugra/Student seminar
9. Case studies 17/18 (Mar 17/20) Sugra/Student seminar
10. Ex post facto research 19/ 20 (Mar 24/ 27) Sugra/Student seminar
11. Experiments 21/ 22 (Mar 31/Apr 3) Sugra/Student seminar
12. Quasi-experiments 23/ 24 (April 7/ 10) Sugra/Student seminar
13. Action research 25/ 26 (April 14/ 17) Sugra/Student seminar

Assessment will be based on classroom interactions and presentations/ seminars (30%) and
assignments (30%). The student seminars in types of research have to

a) explicate the type of research and a research paper that uses this type

or
b) explicate in detail one tool for data collection (questionnaire, interview,
observation scale, test, ...) and a research paper using the tool

One major activity would be to prepare and submit in writing and make a presentation on a

small (proto) research study (40%). This study can be a replication of a published work or
could be original.
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